SAVE THE DATE ANNOUNCEMENT – TOWN MEETING
MAM the New Museum Master Plan

200 Million dollars for new museum construction—who should pay for it and where will the art collection come from?

Miami, Fl. (Feb. 17, 2003) –The primary purpose behind Town Meeting is to discuss the construction of a new museum for MAM on public land and who should pay for it.  There will be a panel discussion followed by an open forum.  This will be the first in a series of educational programs for the benefit of the Miami community. 

The Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 25th, 2003 at 7 p.m. at the Margulies Collection at the Warehouse.  The panel will discuss the feasibility and fiscal responsibility of building and operating a new $200 million dollar museum for MAM; a museum without a major collection. Following the panel discussion there will be an open forum for the public.

Panelists include Helen Kohen, Art historian, writer and former Art Critic of the Miami Herald, Peter Plagens, Newsweek Magazine Art Critic and contributing editor for Art Forum Magazine, Michael Putney, WPLG Senior political reporter and Dahlia Morgan, Director of The Art Museum at FIU and the Honorable Evelyn Greer, Mayor and Attorney at Law, will serve as moderator. 
The entire art world is witness to a global downsizing of art museums. For examples, as outlined in The New York Times, the year 2002 was a brutal year for Guggenheim Museums throughout the country and especially New York’s.   Its staff was cut, hours reduced, major exhibits postponed, and a last minute rush to pay its bills.  A dramatically reduced $24 million budget was implemented for the New York Museum in 2003. Guggenheim announced it would spend no more money or energy on a proposed lower Manhattan museum or branches in many other cities.  The Guggenheim closed its Las Vegas branch. It should be noted that the Guggenheim has one of the world’s greatest collections of modern masterpieces. 
The Milwaukee Art Museum’s expansion project originally estimated to cost $30 million dollars, has reached a price tag of $100 million dollars. The trustees of the museum have been forced to consider mortgaging the museum’s collection in order to meet the financial obligations of the deficit.  

Despite a fifty million dollar private pledge, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art has canceled its plan to construct a building by Rem Koolhaas.  “The economic situation has deteriorated so significantly it was impossible to continue” says LACMA chairman Walter L. Wiseman.  

The above mentioned cut backs are for museums which have major collections of art.  Spending $200 million dollars of public money is out of proportion for a museum that has a minor collection, especially since Miami is considered to be the poorest, largest city in the United States.  Schools in Miami are crumbling while the government is cutting social and education programs—why is a new museum a priority for public funds? 

Special topics to be aired will include:

· At what point in its life as a public institution should a museum expand and/or build a new structure?

· What are the indications that MAM needs a new building?

· What is the mission for collecting and programming at MAM and how does the construction of a new building ($200 million proposed) affect the curatorial objectives of the museum?

· What are the track records on recent expansions in other cities and how are they doing?

· Does a new building make an institution more relevant to its community than an existing one?

· How will the construction of a new building for an art museum without a major collection affect philanthropy?

· How much should we invest in exhibitions, acquisitions, and programs as opposed to development of buildings?

· In light of current financial strains national and local is the cost of constructing another cultural building justified?

Sponsors include Smith Barney, Inc. Richard Bermont Group, R. Kirk Landon, The Francien and Lee Rutwitch Charitable Foundation, Sagamore Hotel and Ocean Drive Magazine

The Margulies Collection at the Warehouse is located at 591 NW 27th Street, Miami, Florida 33127. For more information please call 305-576-1051.
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